[Genomic imprinting and carcinogenesis].
Genomic imprinting is an epigenetic marking and a stable transmission of monoallelic gene expression patterns in a parent of- origin-specific manner. Aberrant imprinting has been linked to a number of human genetic disorders, including congenital abnormalities, childhood cancer, behavior disorders, and cancer in adults. Imprinted genes play roles in carcinogenesis. Recently, progress in researched on epigenetic mechanisms of imprinted genes, in edition to analysis of the pathology of the oncogenetic mechanisms, has begun to be clinically applied to diagnostic methods, prevention, and cancer drug development.